






































































plans. At one ti:"ne, two g;ir ls remained a lmost e. week until we ather 
tions permitted a trip to Mitchellville. Police records show the quar ers 
are also used for ternpor ary confinement of women prisoners • 

JOHNSON COUNTY JUVENILE HOME 
IOWA CITY, IOWA 

A large seventeen-room residence in the southeast section of the town of 
I o·wa City is being used for the care of dependent and neglec:ed as well e.s 
delinquent children vmo are under the jurisdiction of County 
Juvenile Court. The Board of Supervisors are charged tne l e gal 
sponsibility of managing the home, which is financed by funds 
occasional additional contributions from civic groups and pr:t ve.te donab.ons 
of i ndividuals. The Probation Officer of the Juvenile Court actually car
ries on much of the administration in details of policy and pe rsonnel. All 
admissions come through her hands, as children are accepted for care only 
on court order. Children from t wo to eighteen years of age are cared. for, 
the 0 lder ones attending public schools, and as many e. s 25 have been 1n the 
residence at one time . Medical ca r e and hee.lth sup e rvision ar e provided 
through the cooperation of local physicians and State and 
the children participate to some extent in normal commun1ty so?:tal 
Although designed for tempor ary emergency c a re pending court 
the home has been used to serve as e. pl acement plan f or long-t1me treatment 
in some cases. The need for and refurni shing the plant to meet 
the needs of child. ren has b een recognized by the community Rnd the board 
has taken steps to have nece ssary repairs made on t he buildinr . 

Supported by county funds ma intaine d by separate tax. l evy, unde r the 
administration of the Board of Supe r visors, a detentlon home 1s 

n the of the East Side r es identi a l dist rict of De s Home s for 
care of Polk County's dep endent, ne gl e cted and de linquent children. 

Children fr om infancy to ei ghteen y ears of age are admi t t ed orde r. of 
t ha Juvenile Court and remain under supervision of the probat:ton of f 1cers 
QUring the period of jurisdiction. Although the capacity has been set at 
75 children, the actual population has at times exceeded that number 1 

crowded conditions have made it seem advisable to keep the number of chll
dr en in r e sidence considerably under the maximum. A school i s Il18.intained 
in the institution "With two t eacher s in charge . Additiona l s t aff includes 
a. superinte ndent, eight matrons and attenda nts, t wo cooks, and a cu stodia n. 

The brick building in which tho children are hous ed affords 
attractively furnished reception rooms, dining rooms, gymne.slum, and off:tce, 
bovs' and dormitorie s, nurs erie s, and isol ated detention rooms for 

A medical prog r rtm is carried out the of 
local physicians and visiting nur se s. Weekly s c rv:tces con
ducted at the home . Psychi atric and social r e source s :tn the commun:tty 
are utilized to some e xt ent by the probation office rs in the i r planning 
for individual chi ldren during the ir stay in the home. Tho r e creational 
program is under the direction of the t e ache rs, and and field 

-66-

equipment provide outdoor play facilities . Although designated as providing 
temporary care fo: the some cases to provide 
long-time ca:e, W1th ch1ldren rema1n1ng :tn the home for a period 
of years. as well as intake is the responsibility of the Polk 
County Juven1le 9ourt. There are no facilities for identifying or keepin 
separate children's possessions for their own individual use and clothi g 
· d' t "b ' ng ls lS rl uted a.s needed according to .size and remains the property of the 
home, 

POTTAW.ATTAMIE COUNT¥ ,J'!NENILB HOME 
COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA . 

"Grand View Farm", the juvenile detention home maintained by Pottawattrunie 
County, is situated on the bluffs overlooking the Missouri River southeast 
of the city of Com1oil Bluffs. old frame house which is in need of re

has utilized at times for more than its maximum capacity of 
thuty chlldren. Boys' and girls' dormitories are located on the second 
floor, and a few isolated detention rooms on the t hi rd floor have been con
demned for use because of fire hazard.. Living quarters and dininr: roomr. 

first floor. A forty-acre tract of land is attached t o t he 
lnst1tut7on, but it is possible to cultivate only a small garden plot 

the h11l! layout and the poor condition of the soU. Cows, chickens, and 
p1gs are ra1sed on the farm. 

1'he Juvenile Court COIU1!iit s children between t he a .c·; es of two and eighteen on 
order. for temporary care at the home. A number cf older boys and 
trans1ent from other states are received and pending the worki ng 
out of plans vr.i th local authoritie s in their home toWn.s. - Although caE:e s are 
presumably handled throug h the probation office r, a number of referrals come 

The and are in residence and super
:tntend the ch1ldren w:tt h the ass1stance of a cook and custodian. The matron 

an active_part in for the children during their stay in the 
and sornetune s carr1e s out the instructions of t he judge in making 

farn1ly adjustments or detail e d treatme nt procedures after discharge. 

The children attend public school in Council Bluffs and are transported each 
da:( by bus. Individual lunches are prepared at t!-w h ome and sent for the 

to eat e.t school. Recreation within t he home is informal 
1 

and 
there.ls an attempt made to keep the social life as nearly as pos s ible along 

of the normal family mode. Children e.re occasionally allowed to 
or attend entertainments in town, and vi s its with relatives are Per
at the home at the discretion of the matron. No consistent policy of 

med1ca.l and supervision a t the home i s c orrie9- out, but children 
are taken to CouncJ.l Bl uJ'fs physicians for ·diagno s is and treatment, and 

are ?alled to . the home emergency cases. A completely equipped 
med1c1ne cab1net prov1des :for f1rst aid in ca ses of minor in,jury or illness, 
and the present matron has had some traininr, i n it s use. 

SCOTT COUNTY JUVEl'!ILE HOM:P. 
DAVENPORT,. IOWA 

In Davenport a comparatively small brick r e sidence surrounded by a large 
lawn and play yard is used a s a detention home for Scot t County's dependent, 
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neglected and delinquent children. As other s of its kind~ the institution 
is supported by county funds under the adm~nistration of the Board of Supa 
ervisors, and accepts children on · order of the Juvenile Court. U~ually the 
population is kept under eighteen, and &.n effort is made to place no small 
children in this home, since there are other agencies in the community who 
provide boarding~home care for infants. In practice as well as in prin
ciple~ children remain in the Juveni le Home for short periods of time s re~ 
oeiving only temporary care in emergency situations while more adequate 
treatment plans are being wor ked outt Duri~~ their stay here, the children 
attend the nearby pUblic school . 

The starr is limited ~ the r e being only two women to do all the work of the 
home, including the care and supervision of the children as well as the 
cooking. housekeeping and laundry. Since children remain only a few days, 
and there is a rapid turnover, no planned program of recreation or vocation~ 
al guidance is considered nece ssary. Looal clinics provide physical exam
inations and treatment prior to admissionse Children are housed in small 
bedrooms with two or three single beds in each. The home operates as a 
small reception boarding homec 
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